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16. Numerical Features of Third Isaiah (56-66) 
The present logotechnical analysis of Third Isaiah is based on the text as it appears in its final 
organization in Codex L. In line with the restraint I exercised regarding emendations in my 
investigation of the Psalms, I maintain the present text as it is except for one correction in 
60:21b which I deem necessary since 21b clearly misses a word. On the basis of 1 Q Isa the 
problematic word  should be read  , ‘planting of YHWH’. This means that the 11 
chapters with their 192 Masoretic verses are made up of 2698 not 2697 words. For practical 
reasons I took the chapter division for granted, not trying to improve on it. 
The computer word count will register the number of words per chapter, per verse, before 
and after the atnach, and more in particular the words attributed to YHWH and the words 
spoken by the prophet about God. The words attributed to God are shown in green. The 
divine name numbers or their multiples woven into the text are shown in bold face. 





























Vv. 1-12  179 words: 101 spoken about God and 78 (3x26) by God 
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The author/redactor obviously did his utmost to achieve multiples of the divine name number 26 not 
only in the total number of words, but also in the words spoken about God and those spoken by God. 
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Isaiah 59    See my analysis: http://www.labuschagne.nl/12.isaiah59.pdf  
Because v. 21 is the only verse containing words attributed to God, it is not necessary to 
display the entire Hebrew text. It suffices to say that it is made up of 26 words of which 22 
are spoken by God. The 284 words can be divided into two main sections: 
- vv. 1-14  The sins of the people and their confession of guilt         182 (7x26) words; 
- vv. 15-21   YHWH acts for the sake of justice and his covenant     102 (6x17) words. 
The words spoken by God (v. 21) preludes as a cliffhanger the divine speech in chapter 60.  
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A cliffhanger is a literary device at the end of a particular section of the text to leave the 
reader in suspense and anxious not to miss the next episode. As far as I know, the use of this 
device in biblical literature has not yet been studied, but it would be worthwhile to do so.     
A typical example is to be found in Job 3:1, 
”After this Job broke his silence and cursed the day of his birth”, which is followed in Codex L 
by a parashah petuchah clearly showing that it belongs to the preceding passage and not to 
what follows as suggested by the chapter division in BHS. This means that 3:2 is the 
beginning of Job’s complaint to God and that 3:1 functions as a cliffhanger at the end of the 
prologue and anticipates Job’s complaint. For the numerical evidence confirming the 
delimitation of the prologue to the Book of Job as 1:1-3:1, see my study of the framework: 
http://www.labuschagne.nl/14.job.framework.pdf. 
In Third Isaiah I discovered no less than six final verses or phrases functioning as a cliffhanger 
since they all contain an element of suspense and clearly anticipate what follows:  
- 57:21, this verse preludes YHWH’s judgement of his disobedient people in 58; 
- 59:21, the divine speech anticipates the words spoken by God in 60;  
- 60:22b, the final colon “I am the LORD; in its time I will accomplish it quickly!” 
- 63:19b, the concluding words “O that you would tear open the heavens and come 
down, so that the mountains would quake at your presence!” 
- 64:11, the urgent questions at the end of the prayer “After all this, will you restrain 
yourself, O LORD? Will you keep silent, and punish us so severely?” 
- 66:17b, the formula  at the end is in this case, in my opinion, part and 
parcel of the words spoken by the prophet about and in behalf of God. 
Isaiah 60 
The entire text of Isaiah 60 is phrased as words spoken by God which have been anticipated 
by the divine speech in the form of a cliffhanger at the end of 59. The numerical evidence 
strongly suggests that the text divides into three parts with vv. 8-16 at the centre: 
 vv. 1-7  88 words = 46a + 42b (respectively before and after atnach) 
 vv. 8-16 119 (7x17) words = 68a (4x17) + 51b (3x17) 
vv. 17-22 89 words = 53a + 36b. 
The 119 words of the nucleus divide into two sections governed by the number 17: 
 vv. 8-11 51 (3x17) words 
 vv. 12-16 68 (4x17) words. 
Isaiah 61 
In this case the words spoken by the prophet and by God can easily be distinguished , which  
enables us at the same time to discover the compositional structure of the text. Like chapter 
60, it divides into three parts, with the divine speech in vv. 8-9 at the centre: 
 vv. 1-7  101 words spoken about God: 101 = 52a (2x26) + 49b (7x7) 
 vv. 8-9  29 words spoken by God:  29 = 14 + 15 
 vv. 10-11 35 words spoken by the prophet: 30 = 20a + 15b 
This means that the prophet uses altogether exactly 136 words (101 + 35 = 136 = 8 x 17). 
Moreover, vv. 1-9, the words spoken by the prophet and God taken together, are made up 
of 130 (5x26), while vv. 8-11 have 34 (2x17) words before atnach. And finally, vv. 2-3 have 34 
(2x17) words, with 17 before atnach in v. 3, while vv. 1-3 have 26 words after atnach. 
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Isaiah 61 is positioned at the centre of the 11 chapters of Third Isaiah (11 = 5 + 1 + 5). V. 6 is 
its middle verse (11 = 5 + 1 + 5). V. 6b is its middle poetic verseline (23 = 11 + 1 + 11). Its 
meaningful centre on word level is the last 9 words in v. 6 (165 = 78 + 9 + 78) [78 = 3x26]: 
 “You will be called ministers of our 
God; you will enjoy the wealth of nations and succeed to their riches”. Moreover, most 
significantly, vv. 6-7 happen to be the mathematical middle of Third Isaiah as a whole in 
terms of the book’s 192 Masoretic verses: 192 = 95 + 2 + 95.  
This reminds us of the very similar situation in the 11 Asaphite Psalms (73-83), where Psalm 
78 is positioned at the centre: 11 = 5 + 1 + 5. Additionally,  78:35 constitutes the middle 
verse of Psalm 78 (77 = 38 + 1 + 38), while 78:36 happens to be the middle verseline of the 
Book of Psalms, as indicated by the Masoretes in the margin! Note the crucial role played by 
the number 11 as ordering principle in both Isaiah 61 and Psalm 78. See my analysis of Psalm 
78 http://www.labuschagne.nl/ps078.pdf , and especially note 1 in my analysis of Psalm 119. 
 
Isaiah 62  
The words in vv. 1-5 are spoken by the prophet. 
The words spoken by God are to be found in vv. 6-11, 




































































- v. 4   17 words before atnach 
- v. 11  17 words in total 
- vv. 6-12  104 (4x26) with 51 (3x17) before atnach 
- vv. 1-12  85 (5x17) words after atnach.  
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Isaiah 63  
In terms of the words attributed to the two speakers the text divides into two parts: 
- vv. 1-6 words spoken by God       69 
- vv. 7-19 words spoken by the prophet about and to God 170 (10x17). 
The total number of words, 239, have 130 (5x26) before atnach. 
The 170 words spoken by the prophet about and to God divide into two sections: 
- vv. 7-14a  98 (7x14) words, including the 6 divine words cited in 8a, 
    52 (2x26) words before atnach, spoken about God; 
- vv. 14b-19  72 (6x12) words, with 36 before and 36 after atnach,  
addressed directly to God in the form of a prayer. 
Isaiah 64  
The entire chapter, with its 11 Masoretic verses and 128 words, is the continuation of the 
prayer in 63:14b-19, which now amounts to 200 words (72 + 128 = 200). It does not contain 
words ascribed to God. I maintain the Masoretic layout of the text as well as the 4 words in 
v. 2b which are considered a gloss by many scholars – W. Beuken, eg., (Jesaja IIIB, p. 30), is 
an exception. Moreover, I see no reason whatsoever to detach 63:19b from chapter 63 and 
make it the first verse of chapter 64. These words stictly belong to 63 where they function as 
a cliffhanger at the end to anxiously anticipate what follows in the next chapter.  
The logotechnical analysis of Isaiah 64, as it stands, brings the following significant 
compositional formulas to light: 
- vv. 1-3 33 = 18 + 15 
- vv. 4-7 51 (3x17) = 24 + 27       77 
- vv. 8-11 44 = 26 + 18 
- vv. 1-11 128 = 68 (4x17) + 60. 
The central section is surrounded by 77 (7x11) words. Compare the structuring role of the 
number 11 in Isaiah 61 and note also how the central section, God’s speech in 61:8-9, is 
surrounded by the significant number of 136 (8x17) words.  
Isaiah 65  
The chapter as a whole contains words spoken by God. The first speech (vv. 1-7) lacks an 
introductory formula, but in v. 8a the speech is introduced by , in v. 13 by 
, and in v. 25 the speech is concluded by  (in total 10 
words). Therefore, including the 22 words in 15b-16, where the prophet speaks about God in 
the third person, there are altogether 32 words spoken about God and 329 spoken by God: 
- vv. 1-7    92  vv. 2-4    34 (2x17) = 17a + 17b 
- vv. 8-10    39   v. 8     17 words spoken by God 
- vv. 11-12    33  vv. 13-15  34 (2x17) words spoken by God 
- vv. 13-15a      34   vv. 8-16  136 (8x17) = 85a (5x17) + 51b (3x17) 
- vv. 17-20    66  vv. 17-20  34 (2x17) words after atnach 
- vv. 21-25    65   vv. 21-23  17 words before atnach 








Vv. 1-4, divine speech introduced by and 
specified by the formula  in v. 2a. 
Vv. 5-9 have words spoken by the prophet about God, in 
which he quotes 8 words spoken by God (v. 9)  
Vv. 1-9 have 153 (9x17) words altogether. 













































Vv. 14-17 contain words spoken by the prophet about God. 
Therefore, the two words at the end, , seem to 
function as a cliffhanger to anticipate the divine speech in  
vv. 18-19 which are clearly words spoken by God 



















































Vv. 1-9  153 words 68 (4x17) spoken about God and   85 (5x17) spoken by God 
Vv. 10-13 52 words 27 spoken about God       25 spoken by God 
Vv. 14-24 181 words 62 spoken about God     119 (7x17) spoken by God 
Vv. 1-24 386 words 157 spoken about God   229 spoken by God.  
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The Eleven Chapters of Third Isaiah as a Whole 
In terms of words the central position of Isaiah 61 with its 165 words is reinforced by being 
flanked by multiples of 17 words on either side. This is underscored by the fact that the 11 
Masoretic verses of Isaiah 61 is preceded by 90 verses in 56-60 and followed by 91 verses in 
62-66 (respectively 12 + 21 + 14 + 21 + 22 = 90 and 12 + 19 + 11 + 25 + 24 = 91), a nearly 
perfect balance pattern: 90 + 11 + 91 = 192. 
Chapter 56 179 
Chapter 57 260 
Chapter 58 222   1241 (73x17) 
Chapter 59 284 
Chapter 60 296 
Chapter 61 165 (15x11)  Centre         2533 (149x17) + 165 = 2698 
Chapter 62 178 
Chapter 63 239 
Chapter 64 128   1292 (76x17) 
Chapter 65 361 
Chapter 66 386 
Here is the division of the text in terms of words spoken about and spoken by God: 
     Spoken about God        Spoken by God 
Chapter 56 179    101       78 (3x26) 
Chapter 57 260 (10x26)     52 (2x26)    208 (8x26)  
Chapter 58 222      86     136 (8x17) 
Chapter 59 284    262       22 
Chapter 60 296        0     296 
Chapter 61 165    136 (8x17)      29 
Chapter 62 178    130 (5x26)      48 
Chapter 63 239    170 (10x17)      69 
Chapter 64 128    128         0 
Chapter 65 361      32     329 
Chapter 66 386    157     229 
Total  2698  1254   1444 
The logotechnical analysis of Third Isaiah shows that it is from beginning to end a carefully 
designed numerical composition governed by the divine name numbers 17 and 26. 
